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Wlentine's Dwy:
myth and legend

The history of Valentine’s
Day is clouded in myth and leg-
end. There are at least three peo-
ple named Valentine who are
mentioned in early church docu-
ments, quite interestingly, all of
whom are thought to have been
martyred. One was a priest who
supposedly married
people despite the
ban on marriage by
the Emperor
Claudius. (This ban
on marriage was in
effect because
Claudius believed
that single men made
better soldiers.) In
one of those legends
about St. Valentine, we are told
that Valentine refused to
renounce Christ before Emperor
Claudius in the year 280 AD and
was thus, sentenced to death.
However, before being executed,
St. Valentine supposedly
restored the sight and hearing of
the jailer’s daughter. And, some
accounts even tell of St.
Valentine sending a letter to the
jailer’s daughter signed, “from

your Valentine,” and this story is
sometimes used to explain the
custom of sending love-inspired
cards on this day.

Whatever the truth about St.
Valentine, there is little doubt
that love triumphs over all. Love
of God, gave countless martyrs
the faith to accept their deaths
with equanimity. Love also gives
people who are wronged, the
power to forgive their oppres-
sors. And love inspires all of us
to simply be better
people.

One has to won-
der if Emperor
Claudius didn’t actu-
ally have it back-
wards. Perhaps
instead of banning
marriage, he should
have required it,
because those who
are fighting for someone or
something they truly love, fight
much harder than those who are
only doing it for money or
honor.

Many waters cannot quench
love, neither can floods drown
it. If a man offered for love all
the wealth of his house, it would
be utterly scorned.
---Song of Solomon 8:7

Announcements, thank yous,
invitations and other stuff

<> PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: If
Pastor Bakke cannot be reached

on his office phone, his cell
phone number is: 320-444-6159.

Thank You

< MANY THANKS: and God’s
blessing to the Nordland Church
women for baking and packing a
wonderful plate of goodies and
treats for us oldies to share and
enjoy over the holidays. Thank
you to Dorothy Martinson, who
delivered them to all of us
Nordlandites, who reside at 700
Stearns Place. I miss not being
well enough to get to church in
the winter but like the plants of
spring I will be up and out
again.

---Minnie Grove

<> DEAR NORDLAND FAMILY:
Thank you so much to all who
remembered us on the recent
loss of my brother. Your prayers,
condolences, hugs and memori-
als were much appreciated.
Thanks again.

--Peggy and Dave Moline

Ashley, Mandy, Kayla

<> DEAR NORDLAND FAMILY:
Thank you for helping to offset

the expenses of veterinary
school with the scholarship
award. Finances become
increasingly tight this spring as [
finish my classroom learning
and enter clinical rotations.
Thanks again for the scholar-
ship, and keeping me in your
thoughts and prayers.

God bless.

--Chris Powers
<> DEAR FRIENDS: I enjoy
receiving the Winds each month
[even without staples.] Keeps
me stay in touch a little!

--Vonnie [Johnson] Foremen
<> NORDLAND LADIES: Thank
you so much for the large
assortment of goodies you gave
me for Christmas. They were
delicious. I also want to thank
Avie Hunt for all the fruit and
many other treats she gave me
for Christmas. I really enjoyed it
all. I also want to thank Marlys
Pearson and Avie Hunt for giv-
ing us communion. Many, many
thanks.

--Lena Hagen

<> DEAR NORDLAND CHURCH
WOMEN: and benevolence and
morning circle. I want to thank
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each of you for your generous
contributions to The Link. We
use these funds to provide direct
financial assistance to meet peo-
ple’s basic needs in our commu-
nity. I would love to come and
visit with you about our work
and ways we can partner to meet
our mission. Please give me a
call for more information at
796.2522. God bless.
--Michelle Peterson,
The Link
< You GIVE Us COMFORT:
Thank you to the Congregation
of Nordland for all that you have
done for our family. Your
prayers have carried us through
a difficult time and we are com-
forted by your constant support.
We are humbled by your gen-
erosity and truly honored to be
part of such an incredible church
community.
--Tim and Lisa Wendlandt
Katie, Jennifer and Karli
2> THANKS FOR REMEMBERING:

Love is the one treasure that multiplies
by division: It is the one gift that grows
bigger the more you take from it. It is
the one business in which it pays to be
an absolute spendthrift; give it away
throw it away, splash it over, empty
your pockets, shake the basket, turn the
glass upside down and tomorrow you

will have more than ever.
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Thanks to Ruth Blake, Rick
Hendrickson, Lois Lorentzen,
Vonnie Foreman and Lena
Hagen for their generous contri-
butions to the mailing expenses
for the Winds. There are so
many needs in our community
and the world at large, we are
truly grateful that you thought of

us. Thank you so much.
--The Winds staff

Announcement

PRISE: We have a lot to cele-
brate! The family of Douglas
Haagenson invite you to an open
house celebration! Doug has
retired from the Meeker County
Highway Department after 37
years of service, plus he is cele-
brating his 70th birthday Feb. 7,
2010, 1-4 p.m. at the Church of
Our Lady, Manannah. A lunch
will be served and no gifts
please. AND remember it’s a
surprise!

--Thanks Juliet

v

cholarshi
o~ Application

0 Get Ahead Of The Class!"

/ Any Nordland member wanting to apply
(|| | for a scholarship from the Conrad Sunde
" Scholarship Fund may obtain an applica-
' tion form from Vicky Pearson in the
church office. Applications need to be
completed and returned to the church
office by March 1, 2010.

February birthdayg and anniverearies

1 Jordan Drange
John Buermann, Jr.
Jack Clark

2 Erin Shumaker

3 Dorothy Martinson
Andrew Hoglund
Brady Hemingson

4 Marlis Chesness
Kristi Ditmarson
Andrea Johnson

6 Caitlin McCool

8. Michelle Holmgren

9 Melissa Olson

10 Ashley Hoglund

11 Mikayla Kummet
Ben Dahmes

12 Monica Nelson

14 Ed Bloedel

Doug Haagenson
15 Rebecca Christenson
Jared Brutger
16 Katie Holmgren
17 Nancy Drange
18 Michael Thompson
Allison Anderson
Jacob Christenson
20 Kevin Gertgen
Ron Rowell
21 Don Powers
Gerald Chesness
Nathan Warriner
22 Dale Hislop
Jeff Roos
Daniel Christenson
23 Avery Davidson
Lloyd Thompson

Lisa Wendlandt
Dave Christle
Jeremiah Holmgren
24 Heidi Henderson
Kendra Hengel
25 Jeremy Deadrick
Kelly Jo Hanson
Derrick Olson
Jessica Olson
26 Jim Olson
David Percival
Ken Rolfhus
Mike Schoneman
27 Rhett Lundgren
Laura J. Martinson
28. Nicholas Dahmes
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